Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 123 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.036; wR factor = 0.098; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.5.
The phthalimide fused-ring system and the phenylene ring in the title compound, C 15 H 11 NO 3 , are inclined at an angle of 54.2 (1) . 
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Experimental
Crystal data 4 h. The mixture was cooled and then poured into water. The solid that separated was collected and recrystallized from ethanol in 90% yield.
Refinement
H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.95 or 0.98 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2 U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (C methyl ). Figures   Fig. 1 . Anisotropic displacement ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001) of C 15 H 11 NO 3 at the 70% probability level; hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius.
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